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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMEMORATION DELIVERS ABOVE 700 TITLE DEEDS 

 

More than 700 excited government’s low cost housing beneficiaries in the Mkhondo Local 

Municipality, Mpumalanga can now enjoy the safety and comfort of their homes after the 

Department of Human Settlements provided them with title deeds during the during the Provincial 

Human Rights Day commemoration held in the area. With the department having projected to 

deliver about 15000 title deeds by the end of this financial year, 7601 have already been 

successfully handed over to various areas in the province, including Mkhondo and surroundings. 

 

At a recent meeting between the department and Steve Tshwete Local Municipality during the 

Provincial Taking Legislature to the People (TLP), MEC Mashilo stressed that the relentless 

problems caused by illegal invasion or occupation of houses, poor quality of units, abandoning of 

projects were mostly as a result of inept beneficiary management. Mashilo views these as pertinent 

challenges bedevilling the rapid delivery of human settlements and other services such as the title 

deeds. “We have taken a decision that upon every beneficiary’s application for a subsidized house 

all processes must commence concurrently with that of applying for a title deed so that when the 

house is delivered, a title deed must also be presented,” he highlighted. 

 

Apart from this, MEC Mashilo has hinted that every beneficiary must be brought on-board to 

know where their houses were built, who is building and all the matters relating to the house in a 

bid to prevent inappropriate allocations, and illegal occupation and untraceable beneficiary 

challenges. To date thousands of beneficiaries of low cost houses are in the province are rightful 

owners of their houses with the help of the department by ensuring that they get their title deeds 

on an on-going yearly campaign.  

 

One of the jubilant beneficiaries, a 96-year old gogo Estell Dlamini who said that despite living in 

fear of being evicted from the house, she is happy now that she has the legal documents to attest 

her ownership. “No amount of words can define my excitement today. I feel very much in charge 

right now. It is my house and I can prove it,” said gogo Dlamini. Equally excited was Ms 

Josephine Dube (80) who gratefully thanked the department for keeping to its promise, “It is such 

a blessing to have you in times like this when we cannot be able to do for ourselves.” Government 

also handed over other social relief items such as wheelchairs, food parcels, and school uniform.   
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